
Help encourage  
Anti-idling by drivers

Background to project
When a car engine is left running for over a minute after 
stopping or parking this is called idling. Idling is common 
when parents/carers are picking up and dropping off their children 
at school and it can increase air pollution around the gates. Vehicle 
exhaust is one of the leading sources of air pollution. We want 

parents to consider this and take action to stop idling.

Your task
Although we are not travelling at the moment, we can consider how our travel behaviours 
affect the environment around us. Create a poster or leaflet that can be used to raise 
awareness on the effects of idling and the impact car users can have on the environment by 
switching off the engine. Encourage students, parents and teachers to take action.

Top tips 
1. Present the facts in a positive and creative 

way. Creativity will help your peers and 
their parents to remember the facts. 
Putting a positive spin on the facts will 
encourage them to take action.

2. Make it relevant. Include some interesting 
facts about how idling can affect the 
environment around schools to make the 
issue more meaningful to your peers and 
their parents.

3. Include examples of what your peers and 
their parents can do to stop idling and 
help the environment, so they know their 
actions have an important impact!

Useful weblinks/apps 
1. Use the Living Streets Website to include 

some important facts about idling and its 
effects on the environment.

2. Have a look at the Green Schools website 
for some common myths about idling and 
the facts that put them to rest, that you 
can use.

3. Have a look at Oxford Council’s website 
for ideas about ways students and their 
parents can stop the idling habit and make 
better travel choices.

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/4909/anti_idling_tool_kit_final.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Green-Schools-No-Idling-Toolkit-for-Schools.pdf
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20299/air_quality_projects/1258/anti-idling_air_quality_campaign

